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Student Body Presidential Candidates
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Riley
Chambers
“Mr. President is kind
of my nickname.”
Hannah Jeffrey

@HANNAHJEFFREY34

Aaron
Greene

Kamila Melko/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Jonathan
Holt

“Always be kind, but be “Strive every day to be
genuine.”
accessible.”
Belvin Olasov

@BELVINOLASOV

Kamila Melko/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Jonathan
Kaufman
“It’s not about me, it’s
about the ideas.”

Madeleine Collins

Lauren Shirley

@MADDY_COLLINS37

@SURELYLAUREN

Riley Chambers calls himself the
underdog.
A fter all, he said, he hasn’t put
as much time or f unding into his
campaign as his opponents. He isn’t
a political science student, nor does
he have prior Student Government
experience, two things he said can
come in handy when running for
SG office. Aside from a few friends
helping out when they can, the last few
weeks have been him getting his own
message out.
But he isn’t letting any of that put
a damper on his campaign — he’s
running as what he calls the “typical,
average USC student.”

Presidential candidates ask people
que st ion s. Some a sk about t hei r
problems; some ask about their needs.
Student president candidate Aaron
Greene does that, but he aims higher,
too.
“It’s so cool, hearing peoples’ dreams,”
he said, with a light in his eyes.
Greene makes an effort to reach out to
people, which is no big surprise — he’s
both a Student Government candidate
a nd a t h ird-year publ ic relat ions
student. Just sitting in Russell House,
he was greeted by a passerby. But more
importantly, he greeted two more.
“It’s not about being a reachable
president — it’s about reaching out,”

Ever since Jonathan Holt was a child,
he’s been enamored with politics.
He loved to watch the news and
learned the name of every senator. When
his Sen. Elizabeth Dole came to visit
his hometown in North Carolina, Holt
was ecstatic. Holt was 14 years old, and
he decided to walk into town to see her
deliver her speech.
“She was here in my little town and
cared about what people like me think,”
he said.
When he returned home, he was in
huge trouble — it took about an hour
to walk into town, and the trip made
him cross highways and intersections.
Nonetheless, he was glad he made the

I f you saw Jonat ha n K au f m a n
standing in line at Carolina Cafe,
chatting with two people he’s never
me t b e f or e ab out t he i r big g e s t
concerns on campus, you’d find it hard
to believe he was pretty introverted in
high school.
Nonetheless, he stood in line, asking
t wo st rangers, “W hat’s t he most
important thing to you? What can we
fi x on campus?”
It came as no surprise to him that
they both complain about campus
parking. He laughed as he pulls out his
phone to show them USC Probs, the
highlight of his platform.
The third-year Spanish and political
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How to
vote:

1. Log on
to sc.edu/
elections
until 5 p.m.
Wednesday.

2. Select
Student
Government
Ballot.

3. Click
on each
candidate to
learn more
about them.

4. Select
candidates,
and submit
your vote.
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Protestors rally to keep SC State open
Over 1,000 supporters of SC State gathered to rally against legislature that would
close the university for two years, according to The State. Lawmakers, ministers and
activists were in attendance, promising to keep South Carolina’s only historically black
public college open.
An SC State graduate, Rev. Joseph Darby, was in attendance and spoke to the crowd,
urging government to give more support to the university. “The state of South Carolina
has a sad and sorry history of only giving SC State enough to get by,” Darby said at the
rally.
The university owes vendors $11 million and has received promised loans from the
state. Both Darby and Rep. Joe Neal urged the crowd to donate to SC State. Neal
assured the cheering crowd at the rally that SC State was “not going to close.”
— Lauren Shirley, News Editor

Simpsonville woman charged
with homicide by child abuse
Kelli Smith-Durham, a Simpsonville, South Carolina resident, is charged with
homicide by child abuse, according to WLTX. Smith-Durham was also charged with
four counts of unlawful neglect of a child.
Smith-Durham’s 2-day-old child died in November and through a toxicology
screening, it was found that the child had high levels of methamphetamine in her
system. The woman also tested positive for the same drug. The Greenville County
Sheriff’s Office investigated further and found Smith-Durham did not have in her
possession any supplies to care for the health and safety of the infant.
Smith-Durham was living with her boyfriend, Shane Fuller, with children aged 2,
3 and 7. The other children were placed with an alternative care giver through the
Greenville County Department of Social Services.
— Lauren Shirley, News Editor

Stolen dog and car returned to owner

Gamecock are those of editors or author and not those of the University of
South Carolina. The Board of Student Publications and Communications
is the publisher of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media
is the newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies may
be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.

dailygamecock.com
INFORMATION
Oﬃces located on the third ﬂoor of Russell House
EDITOR
editor@dailygamecock.com
NEWS
news@dailygamecock.com
OPINION
viewpoints@dailygamecock.com
Newsroom:
777-7726

ARTS & CULTURE
mix@dailygamecock.com
SPORTS
sports@dailygamecock.com
PHOTO
photo@dailygamecock.com
Editor’s oﬃce:
777-3914

An Anderson County man’s stolen dog and car have officially been returned to him,
according to WIS-TV. Terry Williams had his car started in his driveway to warm the
interior when his dog Taco jumped inside. Williams returned to his residence to lock
up, but when he returned, both the car and his dog were gone. Although Williams’
wallet, license and debit cards were also within the car, Williams was most concerned
about Taco.
Fortunately for Williams, the dog was found sitting in a family member’s driveway,
several blocks from his home. Williams took Taco home and gave him a steak dinner
after he was cleaned up. A few hours later, deputies called and said Williams’ car had
been located on Highway 81.
Williams said he was grateful to have his dog back and said that the return of his car
was “just a bonus.”
— Lauren Shirley, News Editor

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us know about it.
Email editor@dailygamecock.com and we will print the correction in our next issue.

A select few apartments available.
Now pre-leasing for Fall 2015
Rates:
2 Bedroom
$1050
1 Bedroom
$940
Efficiency
$750
ALL UTILITIES
INCLUDED
1230 PENDLETON ST
(803)799-1442
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Student Body Vice President
Lee Goble
“I’m not going to leave them.
That’s my job.”

Avadh Rana / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Brian Samples
“We need to go above and
beyond.”

Caleb Franklin / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Hannah Jeffrey

@HANNAHJEFFREY34

If you’ve never met Lee Goble, ready your
jaw because it’ll probably drop when you hear
his voice.
He doesn’t get offended or annoyed when
people point out his low register or booming
call. In fact, he said, the day people’s mouths
don’t fall open when they hear him open his will
be a sad day.
“I’m a short guy with a tall voice who does
everything he can every day for everyone else,”
the second-year English student said. “But when
people hear me they think, ‘Man, a 7-foot guy is
coming up.’”
One morning several years ago, Goble woke up
with a voice much deeper than the one he had the
day before.
And Thursday morning, he hopes to wake up as
the next student body vice president.
Goble’s goals aren’t necessarily for his benefit
— at least, not directly. He’s look ing to put
his longer term plans into ef fect, so f ut ure
administrations will have a foundation to build
upon.
After two years living in Preston, one year in
the student senate, a stint as a senate committee
chair and a stretch as treasurer of the Residence
Hall Association, Goble is seeking one of Student
Government’s top spots. A nd if elected, he’ll
set his sights on reform — effective legislationwriting in senate, survey sampling and SG branch

Madeleine Collins

@MADDY_COLLINS37

In his two years at USC, Brian Samples has
thrown himself into USC.
He joined the Residence Hall Association his
freshman year, where he saw how their decisions
made a difference in students’ lives.
“We spent money on water refill stations,”
he said. “I got to walk and see that I made that
difference in this building that will be here for
a while.”
From there, Samples became a senator. But he
did not see legislation passed that truly helped
the students. W hile student senate allocates
money to student organizations, Samples feels
that it is not enough.
“We need to go above and beyond,” he said.
Samples is a second-year student who has had
a host of leadership roles on campus, something
he hopes to channel if elected student body vice
president. He wants to oversee student senate
and see the body pass legislation that matters
to students. He’d like to expand programs and
improve park ing. His most recent cause is a
campaign to open the Greene Street gates from
7 p.m. to 7 a.m., a student senate debate that’s
pinned him against his fellow candidate Lee
Goble.
Samples wants to change the legislation that
is passed because of his close connection to the
university community. He’s from Maryland, but
Samples has found USC to be his home away

relationships could use some attention, he said.
Goble said he’s seeking the student body vice
presidency because he gives his time to everyone
else — whether he’s working to better USC’s
survey system, working as a page at the Statehouse
or working a conversation with a friend into his
busy schedule.
“I’ve been late to senate before because I’ll be
talking to someone about something important to
them,” he said. “But I’m not going to leave them.
That’s my job.”
Student body vice president is by no means a
stepping stone for Goble — he doesn’t want to use
the position to level up. It is, however, part of his
plan to help everyone who’s ever helped him.
After he graduates from USC, Goble wants
to be a high school teacher, a principal and a
s uper i ntendent to g ive back to t he publ ic
education system that shaped him. Then, he’ll
set his sights on the state legislature. After a few
years in state government, including a term or
two as governor, he’ll make a run for the U.S.
presidency.
Should he win over America, Goble said he
has t wo options. He could move back to his
native Gaffney, South Carolina and be the mayor,
completing his circle of giving back to his past.
Or he could be a janitor.
Either way, he said, he’d be happy — he’d be
giving back.

from home.
He quickly became close with his freshman
year f loormates. Together, they hung out and
helped each other with homework. He became a
Resident Mentor and representative and realized
how important community is.
“You’re there for them,” he said, “and they’re
also there for me.”
Samples wants to continue making a difference
in people’s lives, but on an even bigger scale.
“You have to ask the tough questions when
you’re down and even when it doesn’t matter,”
he said. “Because your efforts don’t go unnoticed
and it causes change that you can be proud of.”
The u n iversit y ’s catchph rase “no lim it s”
amuses Samples. He said he wants to meet the
person who thought of it and shake his hand.
For him, he prefers to test his limits rather
than assume that there are none.
“I don’t know of too many weaknesses that
I have now, and that’s a f law. I need to go out
and I need to discover them,” he said. “The best
way I want to do that is by putting myself under
pressure by testing myself.”
He’s been challenging himself since he got to
USC, and he wants to continue to do so, so he
can fi nd what he needs to succeed.
“I’m just an average person that really likes to
do student senate and help people,” he said. “I
fi nd joy in that.”

Student Body Treasurer
Ian Shannon
“Becoming more creditable”

Kamila Melko / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Lauren Shirley

@SURELYLAUREN

Ian Shannon sat comfortably sitting on the
Horseshoe with his empty Starbucks cup in his
hand and his sunglasses on top of his head.
He’s lived in Illinois, Pennsylvania, Florida,
Illinois again, Germany and fi nally Greenville,
North Carolina, Shannon has seen his fair share
of the country and the world already, not just
South Carolina. He’s a big fan of all things South
Carolina, aside from one state staple.
“I don’t like sweet tea,” he said, laughing.
W hen it came t ime to make h is decision
on where to go to college, USC was the only
universit y t hat he applied to because of t he
international business program.
Now, the lone candidate for St udent Body
Treasurer and second-year global supply chain
management and fi nance student, has completely
changed his point of view. Shannon has been
involved with Pillars for Carolina, Delta Sigma Pi
and freshman council.
“Coming to college, I knew I wanted to get
involved,” he said, “I wanted to branch out. I
wanted to leave a legacy on campus.”
Sha n non also likes longboarding a nd
sk ateboa rd i ng. He’s a lso a self-procla i med
“Tarantino nut,” evidenced by the large “Pulp
Fiction” poster hanging in his living room.
He’s running unopposed for the treasurer
position, but his platform has been fleshed out to
encompass a wide variety of different goals for the
next year.
“I just really want to take it as a chief of
operations officer and in that sense to really bring
some credibility back to the treasurer’s position,”
he said.
Shannon hopes the title will eventually shift

from treasurer to chief of operations officer,
though he hardly expects that will happen
during his term in office.
He’s a second-year student, but he doesn’t
believe this to be a disadvantage. In fact, Shannon
feels it’s actually an advantage for the student
body.
“Energy, fi rst off. Because when you get to your
senior year, you kind of get burnt out really easily
with things,” he said. “Honestly, I think it’s going
to help out a lot, and I’m a huge advocate of hard
work. I don’t believe in talent, really. I believe in
people working hard and getting to where they’re
going because of the work and time and effort that
they put into that specific job.”
Working alongside senators as the chair of the
senate fi nance committee, Shannon feels like he
has put in the hard work that warrants him ready
for this position.
He hopes to focus the next year largely on
minimizing the gap between the student body
and Student Government he noticed last year,
while encouraging more outreach and keeping his
position transparent. And he’d also like to see an
increase in student-run businesses.
His lack of opposition hasn’t stopped him from
continuing to push himself.
“ I welcome t he c r it ic ism bec au se I love
challenges and I think one of my greatest strengths
is competition,” Shannon said. “In the sense of you
telling me I can’t do something well or I’m going
to flake out, I’m going to prove you wrong. I will.”
This competitive attitude he hopes will push
the treasurer’s role into the “up-and-up” where he
thinks it truly belongs.
“ T he t rea s u rer’s role is becom i ng more
credible,” Shannon said.
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CHAMBERSPAGE1
Besides, he said, he has the qualities of a leader
the voters are looking for: strong public speaking
skills, event planning experience and a real knack
for getting people on board with his ideas.
And he’s far from worried about connecting with
the electorate.
“I feel like I k now as many or more people
than the other candidates,” the third-year biology
student said.
That said, he’s formed his campaig n goals
with a typical USC student’s gripes in mind. His
platform cites areas of campus he thinks could use
improvement, from community service initiatives
to campus safety and meal plan efficiency.
For Chambers, the main priority of his intended

GREENEPAGE1
Greene said.
Community outreach is at the center
of Greene’s plan. He chose his primary
issue — student parking — because
of the overwhelming feedback he was
getting from students.
And as president of the Association
of African American Students (AAAS),
he h a s e x p er ience reac h i ng out
to students. A A AS runs two large
welcome events for students: Pajama
Jam and Welcome Week Cookout,
which pulled 500 to 600 people last
year.
Greene is a third-year student and
was appointed president of AAAS in

the back half of his freshman year,
which meant he had to quickly adjust
to his leadership role. The biggest
problem he encountered was choosing
who would be on the board, but he
soon became comfortable mak ing
those decisions.
He was proud of his peers who still
helped out even when they didn’t get a
board position, and when asked what
he would do if he lost the race, he was
almost surprised it was a question.
“Whoever wins, I would say, ‘Hey,
do you want me to ser ve on your
cabinet?’” he said. “It’s not about the
position, it’s about helping people ...
wherever I’m needed, I’ll do it.”
The service part of public service is

HOLTPAGE1
trip.
His passion for politics and the inner-workings
of government are some of the many reasons he’s
making a run for student body president.
Holt joi ned St udent G over n ment by
participating in Freshman Council. He went on
to become a student senator, then president of the
student senate.
“For me, college was not always guaranteed.
I am the fi rst person in my family to attend any
type of college,” Holt said. “Financially, it was
going to be a challenge to go anywhere.”
He said he’s appreciated every moment he’s
spent in Columbia. He’s explored downtown,
lear ned t he cit y ’s h istor y a nd h iked i n t he
Congaree National Park.
Through his time as University 101 leader, he
came to realize that college means different things

KAUFMANPAGE1
science student’s campaign is based
off of this collaborative effort to
establish a platform with the student
body.
“There’s a huge variety of ideas
and the reason for that is that they’re
not mine,” Kaufman said.
The ideas come from the students
t hemselves — USC Probs of fers
students a way to voice their concerns
and see real-time results through the
form that Kaufman has worked up.

office is to act as a representative and communicate
students’ needs to the Board of Trustees. Student
body president doesn’t have the power to make
huge changes in infrastructure, he said, but he
thinks he can get the message across to those who
can.
He may not have student senate or Freshman
Council experience, but he’s a Carolina Scholar who
sings in Cockapella and served on the GlobeMed
executive board his freshman year.
Chambers decided to file for SG’s top office
after friends and family encouraged him to go
for it — he’s always come across to them as a tad
presidential.
“Mr. President is k ind of my nick name,” he
said. “People call me that or President Chambers
sometimes, especially when I’m wearing a suit.”

“It’s our job to go to administration
and represent the student voice and
then come back and tell them what
they said,” he said. “To push as hard
as we can to make real change, that
is going to improve the student life.”
That’s why his platform is made
up of several ideas — Kaufman said
the Facebook page and form will
help show st udents t hat St udent
Government is work ing on t heir
suggestions.
While at USC, Kaufman has tried
a little bit of everything, from vice
president of the Carolina Homeless

He’s dedicated to community service, a large
portion of his platform, but he’ll still sleep past
noon every now and then and he can’t resist a
“Trailer Park Boys” marathon.
“I want everyone to know I’m the most positive
and genuine candidate and the best leader out of all
the candidates,” he said.
And he’s goofy, too. For Chambers, his sense of
humor is key.
In an endorsement interview with The Daily
Gamecock, Chambers noted how diverse USC’s
demographic is when it comes to race, gender,
political ideology and the like before channeling
country star Toby Keith and pointing out USC
students’ unifying factor.
“At the end of the day,” he said, “we’re all just
drunk Gamecocks.”

important to Greene, and it’s rooted
in his upbringing. He doesn’t even
consider naming a public figure when
he rattles off a list of his heroes.
Instead, he goes straight to his
family: his brother, who gives his all
to people and taught Greene to be
himself; his mother, an incredibly
generous woman who put off her
college career to raise her children and
who now has a Masters degree; and his
father, a pastor for the past 20 years.
“Always be kind, but be genuine. Be
genuinely kind,” Greene said. “Because
people never forget that.”
Greene doesn’t just put himself into
leadership — he’s a singer, he loves
writing poetry, he goes thrift and

for other people and that no matter what path
someone takes, they can feel just as accomplished.
If elected, Holt hopes to help give others an
even better college experience by making SG
more accessible to students.
His four areas of focus include improving
academics, athletics, student life and safety and
transportation.
To improve student life, Holt pointed out that
students should have easier methods in speaking
to SG officials.
As student body president, he would hold open
office hours so students could easily talk to him
about their worries and ideas.
As for athletics, Holt hopes to make water more
available during sporting events by installing
more fountains in Williams-Brice Stadium.
Students constantly struggle with parking on
campus. While Holt accepts that it’s a difficult
problem to f ix, he said he hopes to create a
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vinyl shopping and he plays golf and
basketball. It may seem like a long list
of hobbies for someone so involved
in student organizations, but Greene
seems to have energy to spare.
Still, it all comes back to people.
Greene has a seat on t he A lumni
A ssociat ion, and a major par t of
his platform is more assistance for
USC graduates. That means more
internships, more jobs and putting
alumni in contact with students to get
them hired.
“One of my key questions is ... what
do you want to do in life?” he said.
“It shows you that we all have these
different visions in our lives, and
they’re all possible.”

payment plan for parking passes so students don’t
have to drop a lot of money on parking on top of
their tuition.
When it comes to academics, Holt hopes to
connect USC to an SEC wide program called
Open Source Textbooks — books would be online
and far more affordable to students.
Holt said he wants USC to continue being a
campus fi lled with vitality.
“The thing about being a public servant is that
it comes with a great deal of extra responsibility
and expectations, but also the reward that you can
get from speaking for others,” Holt said.
“I don’t think there’s anything like it.”

Outreach to a Service Saturday siteleader, volunteering at a hospital to
University Ambassadors and Student
Government.
His roots stem from his father’s
origins in Maryland and his mother’s
South Carolinian family, so Kaufman
was raised with traditional Southern
values in Fredrick, Maryland.
He thought when he came to USC
he would be seeing a lot more of his
biological relatives, but he found that
he established a new family where he
felt at home.
“We feel t he spirit. You feel it

Saturday at Williams-Brice,” he said.
“You feel it when it’s a snow day and
there are a thousand people throwing
snowballs for two inches of snow. It’s
almost impossible to describe, but
I think that the best way to do it is
family.”
Kaufman said he hopes it will be
through the ideas his “family” offers
him that he’ll nab the student body
president seat.
“It’s not about me — it’s about the
ideas,” he said. “These ideas matter
to me.”

Check out our fashion blog:

boots & bows
on dailygamecock.com

Check out

The Newsroom
We’ll be there!
dailygamecock.com/blog/newsroom

10% DISCOUNT FOR USC STUDENTS
UP TO $50
Call for appointment or submit requests online:

www.redmondsauto.net
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Columbia Student Living.com

FEBRUARY 17-MARCH 17
THE FIRST 15 PEOPLE TO TOUR GET A

$15 GIFT CARD
S I G N A L E A S E & B E E N T E R E D TO W I N A

$400

GIFT BASKET
F R O M M I C H E L KO R S O R V I N E YA R D V I N E S
GARNET RIVER WALK

ĆĀĀŏ ŏŏđŏĉĀăċĊăĊċĊĂĀĊ

UNIVERSITY OAKS

Ăāŏ  ŏŏŏđŏĉĀăċĂĆĂċĂćăą

+ SAVE UP TO $225 WITH REDUCED FEES
Fees, deadlines & prizes are subject to change. See office for details. Limited time only. While supplies last.
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‘50 Shades of
Grey’ promotes
twisted fantasy

HOBBY
Snobby

“50 Shades of Grey”
Rated R

‘Dixit’

F

Director: Sam Taylor-Johnson
Starring: Dakota Johnson and Jamie Dornan
Running Time: 125 minutes

Emily Olyarchuk
@TDG_ARTS

If you haven’t heard of Dixit, the newest trend
in story telling card games, this may seem like
an uncomfortable exercise from your psychology
class.
T he b o y ne x t t o me j u s t p er f or me d a n
interpretive dance that mirrored the tap dancing
penguins from “Mary Poppins.” I looked down
at my cards and asked myself which one of these
reminded me of the penguins from Mary Poppins.
As my eyes surveyed the six cards in my hand, they
fi xated on the card with a two headed mermaid
that held an umbrella and wore a mustache and a
monocle. If this doesn’t say tap dancing penguins,
I don’t k now what does. I removed the card,
placed it face down with the rest of the cards and
patiently waited for the reveal.
Dixit offers insight into the minds of your
friends. Impressively, Dixit won the German
game of the year award, Spiel des Jahres, in 2010.
It combines the best of both Apples to Apples and
Cards Against Humanity by allowing players the
opportunity for creative expression, but, unlike
Cards Against Humanity, it isn’t weird to play
with your mom.
T he c a rd deck is composed of hu nd reds
of strik ing surrealist images that are almost
impossible to describe. Imagine all of your dreams
since childhood illustrated on a 3-by-5 inch card.
Pictures of daisy fields, underwater utopias and
giant teddy bears are only a small representation
of the beautiful cards in Dixit. It is these images
and the creative mind of the players which makes
this game unique and exciting. Every time the
game is played there are new stories to be told and

Erika Ryan

@RIKA_RYAN

Hannah Cleaveland/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

This story telling card game challenges your creativity.
discovered.
The goal of the game is to be obscure, but
not so obscure that no one can understand you.
Each player takes his or her turn to be the story
teller. The objective is to describe one card in
your hand by either announcing a phrase, word,
sentence, singing a song or performing a physical
expression of the image. The rest of the players
then select a card in their hands that they believe
matches the description. The players then vote
on what card they think is the story teller’s. The
story teller loses either if every player guesses
the card or if none of the players guess the card;
the story teller wins if at least one player guesses
the card correctly. Each card that receives a vote,
but does not belong to the story teller, receives
an extra point. The points are tracked by tiny
colorful bunnies that hop along a numbered path
to the fi nish line.
Now it is my turn to be the story teller. One of
the cards in my hand looks like a totem pole with
different animals carved into the surface. I will
use this one. I stand up, sing the “Colors of the
Wind” from Pocahontas, sit down and cross my
fi ngers that my poor vocal skills don’t cause me
to lose.

Drake’s new album:
artistically raw or cry for help
Lauren Galida
@TDG_ARTS

“If You’re Reading
This It’s Too Late”

C+

Release Date: Feb. 13
Artist: Drake
Label: Cash Money Records
Duration: 68:40 minutes

Rapper Drizzy shocked his fans
by releasing his latest album “If
You’re Reading This It’s Too Late”
on Feb. 13, 2015 without warning.
This eighteen-track (seventeen
is a bonus track) album consists
of slow, head-bobbing music and
self-absorbed commentary, but
underneath the surface of bragging
about his gold chains getting
tangled and his free Jordan’s, could
this album be a cry for help?
His new album is much less
dynamic and enticing than his
Courtesy of Drake
previous albums. Every song is
Drake
drops
slow,
lyric-centered
album
without
a
single
standout
track.
slow and monotonous. Many
albums have their token fastDrake is trying to communicate. predictable.”
paced dance songs and traumatic
His lyrics are raw to the point
It isn’t as flashy as his previous
heartbreak songs, but this album
albums — instead of putting on where he is almost venting to the
is all heartbreak and no excitement
a rapper persona, Drake’s true world through his music. “I got
— unless Drake is referring to
real s--- poppin’ with my family
personality shines through.
hating someone or discussing his
“If You’re Reading This” may too,” “I got rap n----- that I gotta
flashy lifestyle. There isn’t really
have more arrogant phrases than act like I like,” “I’m convinced
a stand out song like “0 to 100/
ever before such as “If I die, all that my calls are being recorded,”
The Catch Up,” “Started from the
I k now is I’m a mother f----- “That s--- ain’t my fault girl /
Bottom,” “The Motto” or any of
legend,’” “I get boxes of free Jordan Cause I’m lonely,” “I am not tryna
his other standout tracks.
like I play for North Carolina,” win awards, that s--- looks forced,”
On the positive side, his beat
“So I don’t give a f--- about what “I got no friends in this, mama”
layering and sequencing is very
anybody sayin’ right now” and and “I used to get teased for being
intricate and impressive, especially
“Walk up in my label like, where black, and now I’m here and I’m
in the first track “Legend.” Some
not black enough.”
the check though?”
of the songs need to be stripped
The albu m t it le “If You’re
Drake definitely feels as if he has
of the lyrics and just played as
something to prove to the world Reading This It’s Too Late” is
instrumentals because this album
with phrases like “Please don’t clearly alluding to a suicide note.
really does offer a dynamic array
speak to me like I’m that Drake It is especially peculiar that he
of rhythmic patterns.
from four years ago” and “OK, I d ropped t h is a lbu m qu iet ly,
This album is very raw and lyrichad to switch the flow up on you
centered because the beats don’t
n---- / the s--- was getting too
mask or camouflage the messages
SEEDRAKEPAGE7

The only thing worse a woman undergoing
emotional and physical abuse onscreen is listening
to a gaggle of middle-aged mothers and wives
“ooo” and giggle along.
Based on the British, erotic romance novel
“50 Shades of Grey,” the movie adaptation came
out this Valentine’s Day. Regardless of the fact
that the movie as a whole was a colossal disaster,
it made $81.7 million in the box office over the
weekend.
“50 Shades” is based on Anastasia Steele, a
virginal, college senior and soon-to-be graduate
at Washington Universit y, who conducts an
interview with the billionaire, entrepreneur
Christian Grey because her roommate, Kate, has
the flu and needed this interview for the student
newspaper.
As one might imagine, Christian Grey starts to
pursue her like prey. He shows up at the hardware
store where she works to buy rope and tape (yes,
subtle), picking her up drunk from a club and then
eventually prompts her with a sex slave-esque
contract where he takes her to his “red room of
pain” for her to be the submissive to his dominant,
rather any sort of dinner or movie date.
Romantic, right? Wrong.
“50 Shades” covers all of the classic signs of
domestic abuse: Isolation—he removes Ana from
family and friends, including showing up to her
family gathering without permission during
the only time she visits her mother. Emotional
numbness—the contract prohibits A na from
touching Christian in a nonsexual way, including
sleeping in separate bed. Controlling behavior—
his contract includes everything from what Ana
can eat to what she’s allowed to say. And so on.
Yet, this story is deemed okay because Grey is
portrayed as a sexy billionaire and he can’t help it
because he’s “50 shades of f---ed up.”
A side f rom t he t wisted messages spewed
throughout the film, the way the stor y was
portrayed onscreen was embarrassing. For a
fi lm that’s labeled as “romance/drama,” no two
characters will ever have romantic chemistry this
bad. While the sex scenes are meant to be steamy,
they’re truly uncomfortable to watch—but not
because of the soft-core porn aspect.
Quotes like “I don’t make love, I f--- hard” are
just in bad taste — there’s nothing sexy about that
kind of dialogue. Low budget pornos have more
believable lines than that, and the robotic give and
take between Ana and Christian doesn’t remotely
cover the emotional spectrum needed to make this
storyline remotely plausible.
During the sex scenes, she’s not Anastasia—she’s
Dakota Johnson, an actress visually uncomfortable
and concerned with the job she signed a contract
to do. In an interview that’s been circling the
web, Johnson admitted filming this movie was
“emotionally taxing.”
Throughout the film, there are only a few
scenes that actually take place in this “red room,”
and they are uncomfortable to watch.
There’s nothing wrong with kink, but that’s
not what “50 Shades” represents — it’s watching
a sociopathic man whip an uncomfortable and
confused woman with leather tools and somehow,
this is supposed to be sexy. She writhes in pain
and ends up in tears at one point, making these
not only uncomfortable, but also difficult to sit
through.
The actual BDSM community has rejected
and distanced itself from “50 Shades of Grey”
— I n a n ar t icle by The Guardia n, BDSM
members described it as “very dangerous” and “an
instruction manual for psychopaths.”
“50 Shades” is a horrifying portrayal of a deeply
troubled relationship — it glorifies a controlling,
abusive man’s treatment of a woman that is left
tormented by the end of the movie. The most
disturbing aspect of this film is that there are now
women fantasizing about men like this, while they
should be running far, far away.
Aside from the fact that “50 Shades of Grey”
is a shame to talented moviemakers everywhere,
the emotional and sexual abuse showcased in this
movie make it a terrible influence on audiences
and a disgrace.
According to the CDC, 20 people per minute
become victims to physical violence by an intimate
partner in the United States. Domestic violence
is a fundamental issue that is alive and well today,
and the last thing society needs is a blockbuster
film that disguises, showcases and glorifies it.
Out of respect for women that have fallen
victim to men like Christian Grey and are now
living in fear or are dead, please do not waste your
money on this movie.
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DRAKEPAGE6
without notice, gaining attention
from media and fans all over the
world after the fact — paralleling
what somet i me s occ u r s when a
loved one leaves a suicide note. The
album combines his past and current
struggles, and he even makes some
confessions much like a suicide note.
In 2013, Drake addressed fan’s
concerns for his well-being.
“I’m so sick of people saying that

I’m like lonely and emotional and
like associating me with this like
longing for a woman,” Drake said in
an interview with World Star Hip
Hop. “My life is constantly exciting
it’s not some sad depressing story”.
T h is bei ng sa id, has Dra ke
c h a nged h i s t u ne l iter a l l y a nd
emotionally? None of the songs on
his recent album are upbeat in any
fashion and his personality seems to
match.

@thegamecock
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Holt has experience, goals for the job

Kamila Melko / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The two necessary attributes
of a successf u l st udent body
president a re apt it ude for
t he p o s it io n a nd c h a r a c t e r.
Whether a candidate has Student
Government experience or not,
any president without one or the
other is an inferior choice for the
student body.
For t h is reason, The Daily
Gamecock endorses third-year
political science and geography
st udent Jon at h a n Holt , who
we feel embodies both of these
qua l it ies, for t he posit ion of
student body president.
This was not an easy decision.
Each ca nd idate has a my r iad
strengths and weaknesses.
But, in the end, Holt combines
an extensive k nowledge of the
system, a number of seeminglyat tainable plans for dif ferent
issues on campus and an even
temperament unmatched by the
other candidates.
In particular, his plans bring
the students and the Board of
Trustees closer together captured
our attention. One of the student
body president’s responsibilities
is to represent the students as a
non-voting member of the Board

of Trustees. We feel Holt’s plan
to encourage student attendance
at board meet i ngs a nd meetand-greets on campus will help
foster a much-needed st udent
relationship between USC’s top
decision-makers and the students.
In his endorsement interview
with The Daily Gamecock, Holt
said his potential weakness was
t hat his t ime in SG may have
limited the scope of his thinking.
For t h is reason, we believe
that, if elected, Holt would do
well to work closely with thirdyear public relations student and
fellow president ial ca nd idate
Aaron Greene.
Greene comes f rom a nonSG background, which would
complement Holt’s experience
and inject fresh perspective into
a s ystem wh ich is somet imes
known for recycling tired ideas
like so much mental backwash.
Plus, Greene has an impressive
leadership resume outside of SG.
He has served as the president
of t he A ssociat ion of A f rican
A merican St udents, since his
f re s h m a n ye a r a nd br i ng s a
number of intriguing ideas to
the table that deserves serious

con sider at ion. H is idea of a
Last Night Carolina — a pregraduation ceremony for students
to reminisce about their time
here — deserves special mention.
Despite Greene’s impressive
resume and ev ident sincerit y,
however, we feel that Holt would
need less time to acclimate to the
role and could therefore get a
jump on his plans.
T he rema i n i ng ca nd idates,
third-year Spanish and political
science st udent Jonat ha n
Kaufman and third-year biology
student Riley Chambers, have
their own particular strengths.
K au f ma n ha s a st rong foc u s
on st udent feedback w it h
h i s “ USC Prob s” c a mpa ig n ,
but doe sn’t br i ng much el se
to the table. W hile a colorf ul
speaker, Chambers had a swath
of i nterest i ng but seem i ngly
unfeasible ideas.
In short, we feel that Holt’s
e x p e r ie n c e , wo r k e t h ic a nd
c apac it y for pla n n i ng ma kes
him the strongest candidate in a
strong field and a worthy choice
for student body president.

Goble’s attitude,
plans make him fit to
lead students, senate

He’s unopposed,
but Shannon’s still
right for treasurer

The primary role of the student body vice president is to lead the senate
in discussion, oversees parliamentary procedure and generally ensures
Student Government’s legislative body stays on the right track. And this
year, the race for student body vice president is a rather heated one.
With this in mind, The Daily Gamecock has chosen to endorse
second-year English student Lee Goble.
Goble has a clear vision for his term and has outlined several
substantial, attainable goals, such as improving student surveys for better
representation and forging a stronger relationship between the executive
and legislative branches.
We are convinced of his commitment to serving the student body, and
he has proven himself with a successful tenure as Chair of the Student
Services Committee in the Student Senate, which is the body the vice
president presides over.
Second-year finance student Brian Samples is also running for student
body vice president and serves in the senate, though not in a leadership
role. He has been dismissive of several current senators and the structure
of the institution..
Samples, while presenting several valid issues with SG during his
campaign, seems to have limited ideas about how to solve those problems.
His campaign has had a negative tone overall, from criticizing SG to
playing on residence hall rivalries in an attempt to drum up votes. In
contrast, Goble has run a positive campaign, saying he enjoys the process
and emphasizing his sincere commitment to helping students.
In a race that’s been focused on the role and effectiveness of the senate
itself, the candidates have taken different approaches. Samples has focused
on the body’s shortcomings but offered few solutions, whereas Goble has
drawn on his experience to suggest improvements while respecting the
current process.
We believe Goble is the best candidate based on his campaign, his ideas
and his attitude.

Student body treasurer is responsible for writing and managing
Student Government’s budget and overseeing a staff of comptrollers.
It’s a position that requires a lot fi nancial know-how and analytical
aptitude.
Regardless of the fact that he’s running unopposed, The Daily
Gamecock endorses Ian Shannon, a second-year global supply
chain and fi nance student, and current head of the senate fi nance
committee.
As we’ve said in the past, it is never a good situation to have only
one candidate running for an executive position, and Shannon
agrees. In his endorsement interview with The Daily Gamecock,
he acknowledged that having one candidate on the ballot isn’t fair
to the students — they’re pretty much stuck with him for better or
for worse.
Nevertheless, we feel confident in his ability to carry out the
duties of the treasurer and wholeheartedly endorse him for that
role.
Shannon’s self-styled approach to the treasurer’s position will
be to create a consistent series of small improvements to fit the
needs of his office, rather than large, sweeping changes. Moreover,
as the chair of the senate fi nance committee, he has the necessary
experience with the fi nancial minutiae of SG that every competent
treasurer needs. He more or less writes the fi nancial allocation
requests used to fund student groups that the senate votes on each
week, a task that costs him a significant amount of extra time and
effort.
He’s comfortable with the finance codes and seems to have
genuine enthusiasm for perusing Excel spreadsheets, which can be
tough to come by but an almost essential trait for this position.
Ideally, we’d would like to have other candidates running
alongside Shannon to offer other options for student body treasurer,
but we believe that he’s certainly well-suited for the job.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
For a long time, The Daily
Gamecock wasn’t allowed to
endor se c a nd id ate s for a ny
office.
But after years of watching
campaign seasons f ly by and
reporting the results, editors
decided enough was enough
— newspapers have editorial
s e c t io n s f o r a r e a s o n , a n d
endorsements play a key role in
those sections.
So, without further ado, here’s
how our Student Government
endorsement process works:
We i n v i t e d a l l s e v e n
c a nd id at e s t o e ndor s e me nt
interviews in the newsroom over
the weekend, and we interviewed
t hem all t he same way. Each

was given time to present an
opening statement before and
a closing statement after our
staff asked him questions about
his platform, goals, experience
a nd v iews on what st udent s
care about most. And, because
we were curious, we also asked
each candidate who he would
endorse if he were to lose the
election. (Disclaimer: We did
not ask Ian Shannon to endorse
anyone because he’s running
unopposed, and that would have
been a waste of time.)
Each ca nd idate a lso has a
profile in today’s issue to give
students a look at the candidate
beh i nd t he plat for m. Don’t
forget: they’re students, too.

We spent hours interviewing
each candidate and debat ing
who wou ld best ser ve t he
student body because we want
st udents to k now ever y thing
they can before heading to Self
Service Carolina Tuesday and
Wednesday to cast their votes.
We take this process seriously
because t he resu lt s of t hese
ele c t io n s a re a ny t h i n g but
fleeting or temporary.
Think of it this way: you’re
here for fou r years, a nd t he
results of this election could
impact 25 percent of that time.
Don’t you wa nt some say in
that?
— Hannah Jeffrey,
Editor-in-Chief

LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not exceed 500 words.
Students must include their full name, major and
year. Faculty and staff must include their full name,
position and department. Community members
must include their full name and applicable job
title. Verifiable statements of fact must include at
least one source; if we cannot verify a statement
of fact, your letter will not be published until the
writer implements necessary changes or provides
reputable sources for any facts in question.
Letters are edited for clarity, style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225
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EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

TRAVEL

Service Systems Associates
at the Riverbanks Zoo &
Garden is now hiring for
seasonal concession and
retail employees. Candidates
must have some weekend
and weekday availability. Ideal
candidates will enjoy working
in a fast paced environment,
have some customer service
experience, be responsible,
committed to cleanliness,
and have a positive
attitude. Please respond by
email and attach resume.
riverbanksssa@yahoo.com

Now Hiring & Training Swim
Instructors
Pay starts @ $10.25 per hour.
Free Training and Certification.
Email your current availability
or class schedule and any
qualifications you may have to
Jim Reiser at
jreiser@swimprofessor.com

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5 Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury
party cruise. Accommodations
on the island at your choice
of thirteen resorts. Appalachia
Travel. www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018
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HOROSCOPES

PHD • JORGE CHAM

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Focus on your breathing
to counter stress. Get
bu s y m a k i n g mone y
o v e r t he ne x t t h r e e
weeks, wit h Venus in
Tau r u s. R a ke i n t he
profit. Friends help out.
Inspiration comes in a
dream. Run tests before
proceeding.

Ta k e o n m o r e
responsibility over the
next month, with Venus
in Taur us. Watch for
career advances. Assume
authority. Put love into
your work and it flowers.
Only discuss business
with someone who can
help. Keep it practical.

T h e r e ’s m o r e w o r k
com i ng i n over t he
next month — the kind
you like — with Venus
in Taurus. Clean and
beaut if y you r work
space. It’s getting fun
and profitable. Upgrade
infrastructure to provide
necessar y support.
Finish what you started.

Taurus

Virgo

Yo u r l u c k i n l o v e
i mprove s i m men sely
over t he nex t several
week s w it h Venus i n
your sign. Enjoy feeling
especially beloved and
irresistible. Get a new
style, haircut or beauty
t reat ment . Pol ish
your presentat ion for
profe s siona l benef it .
Opposites attract.

Consider all possibilities.
The next month is good
for travel, with Venus in
Taurus. It’s easier to set
goals and venture forth.
Class convenes a nd
studies get interesting.
Make long range plans.
Set up you r space to
facilitate workflow.

Gemini
A l low you r self more
quiet time over the next
month, with Venus in
Taurus. Finish old jobs
and rest. Enjoy sweeter
dreams. Don’t reveal
all your secrets. Get a
better deal through a
broker. Travel, study and
explore.

Libra
Balance work and
play. M a k i ng mone y
can be f un. Expect
ex pend it u res. Fi nd a
s weet de a l. G o over
the numbers this next
m o n t h , w i t h Ve n u s
i n Tau r u s. Save a nd
i ncrease you r asset s.
Share enthusiasm with
someone adorable.

Scorpio

Cancer
You’re especially popular
o v e r t he ne x t t h r e e
and a half weeks, with
Venus in Taurus. Group
activities go well. Get
out in public and stir
up some action. Social
activities benefit your
career. Pay attention to
the numbers.

Par t nersh ips f low
with greater ease over
t he next mont h, wit h
Venus in Taurus. Form
new bonds, and renew
old ones. Compromise
comes easier. Enjoy your
fem i n i ne side. P ut a
practical penny-pincher
in charge of household
expenses.

Capricorn
You’re even luckier in
g a m e s a nd r o m a n c e
over t he next mont h,
with Venus in Taurus.
Artistic efforts work in
your favor. Keep playing
to increase your skills.
Learn from mistakes,
especially f inancial
m i s t a k e s . Pl a y w it h
young people.

Aquarius
Make your home
your love nest.
Household chores and
improvements are more
enjoyable over the next
month, with Venus in
Taurus. Focus on home
and family, and settle
i nt o s o m e d o m e s t i c
bliss. Get what you want
delivered.

Pisces
Take it easy. Trust your
heart to lead you. Savor
what you’re lea r n i ng
over t he next mont h,
with Venus in Taurus.
Yo u r r e s e a r c h g e t s
f a s c i n at i ng. E x plore
a passion. Write about
what you love. Volunteer
for an inspiring cause.

Check out

The Newsroom
We’ll be there!
dailygamecock.com/blog/newsroom

NOW
ACCEPTING

CAROLINA
CARD
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For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

APP

for iPhone and Android

2/17/15

Need legal advice?
•Landlord-Tenant
•Housing
•Consumer Protection
•Probate Law
•Domestic Relations
•Employment Law

Meet with an attorney for a FREE consultation

Current USC students can schedule appointments on Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. by calling:

803-777-6611

Student
Legal Services

www.sa.sc.edu/student-legal-services

University of South Carolina Student Life

This service is provided in partnership with South Carolina Legal Services and funded through the Campus Activity Fee.

ACROSS
1 Iraq’s main port
6 Nonspeciﬁc
feeling
10 Ukr. and Lith.,
once
14 Find repulsive
15 Wafﬂe maker
16 Be on the mend
17 Dine
19 Hathaway of “Les
Misérables “
20 Afrikaans speaker
21 Creator of Q and
M
22 Chicks together
23 Back muscle,
familiarly
24 Commonly
controlled
substance
27 ’50s ﬂop
29 His #4 was
retired by the
Giants in 1948
30 Social sufﬁx
31 Sink below the
horizon
33 Public hanging
34 Pontiac muscle
cars
35 Roy Orbison
classic
39 __ even keel
40 Glasgow veto
41 Shelley’s “To a
Skylark,” e.g.
42 Reunion gp.
43 D.C. ﬁgure
44 Inviting door sign
48 1967 Human BeIn attendee
53 Gardner of the
silver screen
54 Country bordered
by Niger and
Nigeria
55 Binary digit
56 WWII British gun
57 __ Grey tea
58 Awe-inspiring
place where you
might ﬁnd the
ends of 17-, 24-,
35- and 48Across?
61 “__ sow, so
shall ...”
62 Sword with a
bellshaped
guard
63 Upper body
64 “So __ say”

65 River down under?
66 English Derby site
DOWN
1 Go on and on
2 Like an American
in Paris
3 Some linens
4 Howl with
laughter
5 First animal
shelter
6 Like superpopular
YouTube
clips
7 Goodnight girl of
song
8 Fluffy wrap
9 Terminate
10 Broken piece
11 Title for Miss
Mexico?
12 Deserted
13 Big hammers
18 Cartoonist Keane
22 Lunch menu
letters
24 Robert of “The
Sopranos”
25 Like many
gangster movies
26 When tots
become terrible?
28 “Pardon the
Interruption”
channel

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

32 Opera hero, often
33 Gobbled up
34 FBI guys
35 Being walked,
say
36 Deli order
37 After-shower
powder
38 Pigged out (on)
39 Quirky
43 Ink holder
45 Volga region
natives
46 “Yeah, but ...”
47 Hit-or-miss

49 __ Post, ﬁrst pilot
to ﬂy solo around
the world
50 Sweetie pie
51 Book end?
52 “Life of Pi”
director Ang
56 Sow’s supper
58 Four-time All-Pro
Patriots receiver
Welker
59 Choose (to)
60 Numbered hwy
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South Carolina remains
home for Paladin play

10

Gamecocks battle
for conference win
in Georgia
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Stegeman Coliseum will host Tuesday’s game.

Kelli Caldwell

@TDG_SPORTS
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The South Carolina Gamecocks hold the overall record against the Furman Paladins 111-54-2 in series history.

Brennan Doherty

@BRENNAN_DOHERTY

After winning two out of three
g a me s i n it s sea son- open i ng
series against No. 25 College of
Charleston, No. 5 South Carolina
now turns its attention to another
in-state opponent: Furman.
The Gamecocks (2-1) face the
Paladins (1-2) Tuesday afternoon
in their first mid-week game of the
season.
Sout h Ca rol i n a opened up
2015 with a 6-3 loss to College of
Charleston last Friday, but bounced
back with two wins against the
Cougars (7-1, 8-3) during Saturday’s
doubleheader.
Furman started the year off at
home against Akron, losing twice in
the three game series.
Since Chad Holbrook took over
as Sout h Carolina head coach
beginning in the 2013 season, the
Gamecocks are 3-1 against Furman.
The Gamecocks came up with
just four hits and three runs on
opening day, but South Carolina’s
offense came alive and scored 15
runs and had 20 hits over the course
of Saturday’s doubleheader.
One of t he Gamecock s’
most productive hitters against
College of Charleston was senior
first baseman Kyle Martin. The
Greenville, South Carolina native

is hitting a team-high .444 through
nine at-bats.
Junior second baseman Max
Schrock also found himself on the
basepaths frequently against the
Cougars thanks to his patience at
the plate. Schrock walked five times
against College of Charleston and
has an on-base percentage of .571.
Meanwhile, Furman’s pitchers
struggled against Akron and gave
up 8.33 runs per game during the
series.
The Gamecocks will look to
improve and seek more consistency
at the plate while trying to capitalize
off of the Paladins’ early-season
struggles on the mound.
“I don’t think we collectively
as a group swung the bat the way
we’re capable of, but the more plate
appearances we’ll get, I think we’ll
continue to improve,” Holbrook
said.
Part of Furman’s problem of
giving up large amounts of runs
through its f irst series can be
contributed to its defense. The
Paladins committed seven errors
last weekend against Akron.
South Carolina’s defense was
not h i ng shor t of i mpre ssive,
though, as the Gamecocks played
error-free baseball through the first
27 innings of the season.
“Our infielders played great

defense, all of them,” Holbrook
said. “I’ve moved them around and
I’ve always thought that was one of
the strengths of our team.”
A fter junior Jack Wy nkoop,
sophomore W il Crowe a nd
sophomore Josh Reagan all started
on the mound for the Gamecocks
against College of Charleston,
Holbrook will turn to sophomore
Matthew Vogel to pitch on Tuesday.
Vogel, a Medford, New York
native, pitched on eight different
occasions last season, starting two
times. Vogel pitched 14.1 innings in
2014 and finished with a 6.91 ERA.
One of Vogel’s better performances
came last season against Stetson
when he pitched t wo scoreless
frames. Vogel’s start on Tuesday
will be his fi rst appearance of the
season.
The Gamecock bullpen can
expect to get its fair share of work
in, which is to be expected when
playing mid-week games against
non-conference opponents.
Sout h Carol i na rel ievers
combined to pitch 10 innings last
weekend while surrendering only
two runs.
A fter facing Furman, South
Carolina opens up a three game
series against Northeastern on
Friday, Feb. 20 at Carolina Stadium.

Softball finds victory in invitational
Parks Beson

@TDG_SPORTS

The Gamecocks
softball team managed
to grasp the win
in their weekend
per for ma nce aga i nst
College of Charleston.
South Carolina went
i nt o t he g a me w it h
a 3 -1 o v e r a l l h o m e
record, adding a fourth
victory and a weekend
sweep on Saturday with
a 5-4 win over College
of Charleston.
The Gamecocks (82) began their comef rom-beh i nd v ictor y
i n t he f i r s t i n n i n g,
when junior left fielder
Alaynie Page connected
with an inside-the-park
home r u n. W it h her
sixth home run of the
year, Page is now tied
for ninth in Gamecock
history in career home
runs with 15.
Sophomore r ight
fielder Victoria
Williams and freshman
shortstop K r ystan
W h ite a ided Page
a nd t he G a me c o c k s
with a pair of doubles
com i ng i n t he t h i rd
and the forth innings.
Williams collected her
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Pitcher Julie Sarratt only allows one hit in final innings.
second double of t he
game in the beginning
of t he f i f t h i n n i n g.
W h it e went 2-f or -3
with a double and an
RBI.
Wit h one dow n
in the fifth, the
G amecock s took t he
lead with an RBI single
by redshirt sophomore
second baseman
Lauren Masters. The
Gamecocks then held
the lead for the rest of

the game.
The Cougars jumped
out to a n early lead,
s c or i n g a l l of t he i r
runs in the fi rst inning.
However, the lead was
taken from them due to
costly errors that could
not be ignored. Senior
pitcher Hope K licker
took the loss, allowing
fi ve runs, four earned,
on eight hits and three
walks.
A f t er f i r s t i n n i n g

t roubles, Gamecocks
redshirt senior pitcher
Julie Sarratt was able to
regain her composure
and come back to pitch
a complete game. She
allowed only one hit
a nd one wa l k i n t he
remaining six innings
of t he g a me to t a ke
home t he w in and
improve to 3-2 on the
season. Sarratt struck
out four.
Head coach Beverly
Sm it h is at t he helm
for t he G a mecock s
in her fourth season.
I n 2 014 , f o r t h e
second consec ut ive
season, Smith led the
G amecock s to t he
NC A A tou r n a ment ,
goi ng 36 -22 for t he
year and placing eighth
i n t he Sout hea ster n
Conference. Sm it h
has an overall record
of 119-109 and is the
second Gamecock
s of t b a l l he ad c o ac h
with over 100 wins.
The Gamecocks
will be tested again on
Thursday at the Mary
Nut ter Colleg iate
Classic in Cat hedral
City, California against
LIU Brooklyn.

Another chance to bounce back from a tough
loss presents itself this week for the South Carolina
men’s basketball team.
South Carolina (12-12, 3-9 SEC) will head to
Athens, Georgia to face the Bulldogs (16-8, 7-5
SEC) for the second time this season.
In their recent 77-43 loss to Kentucky, the
Gamecocks struggled offensively and couldn’t
handle Kentucky’s offensive attack, either.
Head coach Frank Martin was disappointed with
the outcome on Saturday, but said he knew why his
team had such a tough time.
“They out worked us, out ran us, out rebounded
us, out screened us, out toughed us, so if we didn’t
win any of those categories, it’s going to be hard to
put up a good fight today.” Martin said.
As for the Bulldogs, they recently lost at home to
Auburn in a heartbreaking 69-68 game. With this
close of a loss, Georgia will look to bounce back
while also trying to seek revenge against South
Carolina, a team it lost to earlier in the season.
The first matchup between these two SEC teams
occurred in Columbia, South Carolina on Jan. 31
with the Gamecocks winning 67-50. However,
South Carolina will be away from Colonial Life
Arena this time around. The Gamecocks are just
1-6 in true road games compared to Georgia’s home
record of 11-2.
In the last encounter South Carolina was able to
hold Georgia to a field goal percentage of 22 percent
and the Bulldogs were forced to earn their points
at the free throw line. Meanwhile, South Carolina
made twice as many shots from the field as Georgia
did and made six three-pointers.
South Carolina also had one of its more balanced
performances on offense in its prior win against
Georgia. Junior forward Laimonas Chatkevicius
led the Gamecocks with 12 points, and three other
players scored in double-digits.
South Carolina sophomore guard Sindarius
Thornwell concluded after the loss at Kentucky that
the Gamecocks needed to “get the feel of the ball
and the feel of the game back” before moving on.
Even after the Gamecocks struggles through
conference play this season, Martin has continued
to compliment Thornwell and says he thinks of
Thornwell as a real asset to the team as a whole.
Martin said he also likes the fact that Thornwell’s
game seems to be progressing.
“He’s been playing better and better,” Martin
said. “He’s the one guy on our team that hasn’t went
away.”
As for the Bulldogs, the most impressive players
from their earlier game against the Gamecocks
include sophomore guard J.J. Frazier, who scored
16 points last time South Carolina and Georgia
met, and junior guard Charles Mann, who added 14
points as well.
Georgia will have one if its most dynamic
playmakers, senior forward Marcus Thornton, in
use against the Gamecocks. Thornton missed the
Bulldogs’ trip to Columbia earlier this season due to
a concussion.
Throughout the season South Carolina has had
a fair share of injuries and setbacks of its own,
including freshman guard Marcus Stroman’s recent
illness. Stroman, who is suffering from a throat
infection, has missed South Carolina’s last two
games and will not travel with the team to Georgia.
After spending the past few days in the hospital,
Stroman was released on Sunday and returned to
classes on Monday.
“Recently I was asked who is the closest thing you
have to a leader in you locker room and I said Marcus
Stroman. He is a courageous young man and he’s
your cosmic point guard.” Martin said. “Right now
the only thing that matters is his health.”
With only six regular games remaining before
the SEC tournament, South Carolina senior guard
Tyrone Johnson says he wants the team to focus and
have more faith in themselves.
“We’ve just got to believe in ourselves.” Johnson
said. “We’ve just got to come in and work.”

